Library Advisory Board Meeting
Thursday, December 17th
ZOOM
12:00 pm
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AGENDA
1.

Call to Order

2.

Approval of Minutes – November 19, 2020

3.

Library Reports
a.

Financial Report

b.

Statistics Report

4.

Board and Committee Reports
a.

Report of County Council Liaison

b.

Report of Friends and ERLF

5.

Unfinished Business

6.

New Business

7.

Adjournment

8.

Appendix
a.

News Articles
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Sent electronically
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a. Financial Report
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b. Statistics Report

November 2020 Statistics
Numbers Snapshot
• 89,228 overall check outs, down 8%
• 13,206 digital check outs, up 18%
• Iroquois up 11%
• Lincoln check outs up 7%
Circulation
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4. Board and Committee Reports
a. Report of County Council Liaison
b. Report of Friends and ERLF

5.
6.
7.
8.

Unfinished Business
New Business
Adjournment
Appendix
a. News Articles

Erie County Public Library, Community Health Net - Journal, The
(Corry , PA) - November 28, 2020
November 28, 2020 | Journal, The (Corry, PA) | Staff Writer

A collaboration between Erie County Public Library and Community Health Net will offer two
Zoom presentations on insurance coverage options with Q&A sessions on Tuesday, Dec. 1, at 6
p.m. and Tuesday, Dec. 15, at 10 a.m. Registration is free and required to participate. People are
asked to register online at events.erielibrary.org.
An enrollment specialist will schedule one-on-one appointments following the presentations for
those attendees in need of further information or assistance accessing the enrollment
marketplace.
"We are well aware that a single organization cannot provide the resources necessary to assist
with the health needs of the region. We must work unitedly," said Craig Ulmer, CEO of Community
Health Net.
One of Community Health Net's strategic goals is to generate and promote meaningful
preemptive care through collaborations. The organization believes that quality preemptive care is
predicated upon a person's ability to secure affordable health insurance.
"By partnering with vested partners, such as the Erie County Public Library, we have a better
opportunity to help our community to address their health insurance needs," said Ulmer.
Health insurance coverage is vital to the well-being of families and individuals. In 2019, over 29
million Americans were living without health insurance. Uninsured nonelderly adults were over
twice as likely as those with private coverage to have had problems paying medical bills in the past
12 months. Uninsured residents may face unaffordable medical bills when they do seek care.
"Our hope in 2020 is to create an awareness that there are insurance coverage options for the
patients and patrons that our organizations serve," said Marcus Yuille, outreach services manager
for the Erie County Public Library. "Together we are committed to providing life-sustaining
information to community members and helping walk them through the process of finding
insurance that fits their needs."
The programming was made possible by the "Libraries connecting you to coverage" grant from
the American Library Association. For more information, contact Marcus Yuille at
myuille@eriecountypa.gov, or Mary Lynn Slivinski at mslivinski@community-healthnet.com.
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Erie County Library transitions to curbside - Erie Times-News: Web
Edition Articles (PA) - November 18, 2020
November 18, 2020 | Erie Times-News: Web Edition Articles (PA) | Erie Times-News

Erie County Public Library officials announced on Wednesday plans to revert to curbside service
beginning Saturday to protect patrons and staff from rising COVID-19 cases in Erie County.
The library will close its doors to patrons and transition most existing services to a virtual and
curbside model starting on Saturday.
All staff are expected to remain employed within Erie County government. No furloughs are
anticipated at this time, officials announced.
The Erie County Public Library will continue to offer the following services:
* Materials holds and returns: Patrons may request up to 20 holds through their account online or
by calling their local library. Physical materials may be picked up at all library locations during the
modified hours of operation, which are Monday and Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and
Wednesday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Materials return slots will remain open at all
locations, and staff will continue to quarantine materials upon their return.
* Reference services: Patrons may call the Blasco Library reference desk at (814) 451-6927 to
speak with a reference librarian, send an email to library-reference@eriecountypa.gov or book a
virtual session with a librarian through the library events calendar. Students and those in need of
children's reference services can email library-childlib@eriecountygov.org or call (814) 451-6936.
* Mobile printing: Erie County Public Library expanded a mobile printing service that allows
patrons to send documents to all library locations for printing. This service will continue with
patrons charging print fees to their library card and picking up the printed materials in the same
fashion as other library items.
* Customer service: Library clerks are available during all operating hours to assist patrons with
library-related needs. Call the library's main phone line at (814) 451-6900 to speak with a clerk at
your nearest library.
* Bookmobile services: The Bookmobile will continue to service its existing route until a new one is
determined in 2021.
* Expanded Wi-Fi: All Erie County Public Library facilities expanded their Wi-Fi reach during the
initial library closure. Wi-Fi capacity will continue to remain in operation, accessible throughout the
parking lots at each location for those patrons in need of connectivity.
* Heritage research services: The Heritage Room of Blasco Library will remain open via phone to
provide obituary searches and provide other research assistance of its historic and genealogical
records. Patrons interested in these services are encouraged to call (814) 451-6983.
* Card issuance: New e-Cards will continue to be issued to patrons who have not yet enrolled. Sign
up for a library card at https://erielibrary.org/services/get-a-library-card/.
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Erie County Public Library seeks nominations for - Erie Times-News:
Web Edition Articles (PA) - November 17, 2020
November 17, 2020 | Erie Times-News: Web Edition Articles (PA) | Erie Times-News

The Erie County Public Library is seeking nominations for new stops on its Bookmobile service
route.
To match its recently secured new vehicle, Erie County Public Library officials are seeking the
best possible schedule to maximize the reach of library services.
The Bookmobile serves Erie County by bringing library materials and resources directly to its
communities. Many bookmobile patrons do not otherwise have access to physical library
materials, or means to visit one of the Erie County Public Library's five locations.
Bookmobile service is also timely, delivering materials to patrons who choose to remain safe at
home.
Erie County residents are invited to submit a site for consideration on the bookmobile's new route
by visiting https://erielibrary.org/services/book-a-tour/outreach-services-bookmobile-stoprequestform/.
The Erie County Public Library is committed to providing an equitable service route across all of
Erie County, bridging the gaps between its brick-and-mortar locations.
While the only location restriction is that the site must be within Erie County, there are several
logistic requirements for a site to be considered:
* Site must have adequate parking and maneuverability space for the 32-foot-long vehicle.
* Site must be publicly accessible to the community it serves.
* Sites with public restrooms available are preferred.
Interested patrons may submit their site nominations online through 5 p.m. on Nov. 30. All
questions regarding bookmobile services can be directed to the library's outreach services
department at library-outreach@eriecountypa.gov.
The new Bookmobile vehicle was secured through CARES Act funding. More information regarding
the new vehicle will be announced in December.

Erie County Public Library 's Millcreek branch - Erie Times-News:
Web Edition Articles (PA) - November 12, 2020
November 12, 2020 | Erie Times-News: Web Edition Articles (PA) | Erie Times-News

A $25,000 state Keystone grant will fund a needs assessment and relocation feasibility study for
the Eire County Public Library's Millcreek branch, state Rep. Ryan Bizzarro, of Millcreek, D-3rd Dist.,
announced Thursday.
The grant is part of a $5.1 million package of competitive grants to 18 public libraries statewide
funded through the Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund. Grantees can receive up to
50 % of funding needed to upgrade or rehabilitate public libraries.
"Millcreek Library has worked so hard to foster a love of books in our community," Bizzarro said.
"Even amidst the pandemic, they've served as a wonderful resource and continue to provide
learning opportunities. This grant will help the library assess its needs so it can continue to enrich
our community."
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