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MINUTES (DRAFT) 

 
1. Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order at 12:01 PM 

 

Members Present: Trevor Pearson, Mary Ann Tempestini, Martha Knuth, Liz Allen, Julie Boam, Bill 

Conway, Annie Rosenthal, Quyen Aoh 

 

Members Absent: Kara Murphy 

 

Others Present: Jessica Church, Alyssa Johnson, Deana Cooper, Peg Shenefelt, Sheryl Thomas 

 

2. Approval of Minutes – May 20, 2021 
Bill motioned to approve meeting minutes as written. Mary Ann seconded. 

3. Library Reports 

a. Report of Acting Director 
 Sheryl provided the report of acting director. 

 Introduced our newest Board Member Quyen Aoh, replacing Jim Dehaven to represent council district 7 

(Schauerman) 

 MCK Planning process is moving forward. The library has started a survey that will be available 

through June 30. Virtual focus groups will be conducted by Bostwick Design Partnership. Additional 

details to come. 

 July 1 we are joining the state’s “Chat with a Librarian” service that provides 24-hour reference services 

to patrons across the state. 

 Poetry initiatives are proceeding with the library’s Erie County Poetry Anthology and the County’s 

search for the next Erie County Poet Laureate. 

 NEA Big Read grant was awarded for $20,000, 9-month project centered on Joy Harjo’s “An American 

Sunrise”. Program is led by Rachel Stevenson and suppored by Patric Nuttall.  

 Continuing to pursue funding for the Newsbank digitization project. Purchase was brought before 

council in April, tabled in May and may be brought forward at the June 29 meeting. This is a huge 

benefit to library patrons as it allows digital access to this collection virtually and completely. The 

heritage room currently has select news available through microfiche.  

b. Review of Financial Report 
 Deana recapped the financial report noting that the library is down about 20% in our revenue line to the 

benchmark for mid-year. Deficit is attributed to the pandemic (loss of room rentals, fees). It is not 

anticipated that we will meet the projected revenue. There is 2-3% savings in wages & fringes from 

interim vacancies and being closed on Sundays. Next month’s report will have increased expenses as we 

conclude the District’s fiscal year. 
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c. Statistical and Other Reports 
 

 
May 2021 Statistics 

Numbers Snapshot 

 89,614 overall check outs, up 2% over last month, up 256% over last year 

 3,640 Wi-Fi sessions, up 14% over last month 

 22,163 visits, up 6.7% over last month  

o Visits are down 54% from May 2019 

 
 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Blasco 44,946 49,354 45,476 40,664 39,594 3,292 30,045 

Edinboro 7,910 9,516 9,588 9,197 8,456 649 7,711 

Iroquois 10,591 10,749 10,052 9,779 10,130 1,159 9,003 

Lincoln 12,663 12,225 13,448 12,280 13,154 1,813 11,979 

Millcreek 20,176 20,812 20,031 17,840 18,169 1,962 14,604 

Bookmobile 1,608 1,754 2,058 1,709 1,722 87 1,475 

Digital  6,805 6,671 7,644 8,824 10,620 16,216 14,797 

        

TOTAL  104,699 111,081 108,297 100,293 101,845 25,178 89,614 
 

d. Report of District Consultant 
 

- The District Advisory Council (DAC) approved the district negotiated agreement and budget for 2021-

2022, which has been submitted to the Office of Commonwealth Libraries. 

- The District submitted its annual request for state aid. 
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- The Office of Commonwealth Libraries has given verbal approval of rolling over $25,000 from 2020-

2021 into 2021-2022. These funds were excess funds due to pandemic & legislative changes to 

spending, so the District is hopeful that it can use these funds toward the purchase of a new ILL delivery 

van in Erie County. The Office of Commonwealth Libraries is still working on the formal procedure for 

spending this funding after the close of the fiscal year. 

 

 

 

4. Board and Committee Reports 

a. Report of County Council Liaison 
None 

b. Report of Friends and ERLF 
Peg provided an update for the Friends, beginning with the announcement that a new president will 

be named July 1. Sara Sheehan will become president, Kathleen Horan will be VP, Marcy will 

continue as treasurer while training a replacement, and Hank Barbour will become secretary.  

Friends have a new fundraiser this year, Scavenger Hunt Bingo. The game will run from July 3-11 in 

advance of the Mini-Great American Book Sale. The book sale is being held at Blasco Library in the 

lobby area from July 15-17. New bookmarks with all 2021 sale dates have been ordered and are 

being sent to the library locations. 

 

5. Unfinished Business 
none 

6. New Business 
none 

7. Adjournment 
Mary Ann motioned to adjourn at 12:32 PM. Julie seconded. 

8. Appendix 

a. News Articles 
Find the library’s latest media releases at: https://eriecountypa.gov/about/county-news/news-releases/  

 

https://eriecountypa.gov/about/county-news/news-releases/
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